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Problems and suggestions on emergency disposal of medical waste during

major epidemic

ZHOU Xiaoli, GUO Chunxia’, SHI Xiangming, WANG Shuyan, YANG Limin

Solid Waste and Chemicals Technical Management Centre of Henan Province, Zhengzhou 450003, China
*Corresponding author, E-mail: hngfcentre@163.com

Abstract The medical waste disposal is necessary to stop the spread of infectious diseases. When the epidemic
diseases occur, the normal way of collecting, transferring and treating medical waste can’t handle the sharply
increased amount of medical waste. After analyzing the management status of medical waste and the
characteristics of medical waste generated during the epidemic outbreak period in our country, the problems of
safe management of medical waste in emergencies and their causes were discussed. In order to improve the
capacity of medical waste disposal in emergencies and ensure that all medical waste could be disposed promptly
and safely during major epidemic, a set of proposals were given as follows: building a medical waste
management model, a medical waste disposal system in emergencies and medical waste emergency management
agency at national and provincial levels, as well as preparing facilities for treating emergency medical waste.
Keywords medical waste; epidemic situation; emergency disposal
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