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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of experimental device
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Fig. 3 Effect of increasing R,  on pollutant removal
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Table 2 Effect of increasing R, , on electrical performance
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S MFC 45 K90 19 oK W BEAn 1] 7 s o 1L 7(a) FER 3 T, BUAMBH AN AR, IR = K
COD fRFF7E 138.6 mg- L™ 2247, X hd BHAE [ AR AU1E L T, 228 R, B Ry o AN S 52 M0 FHAR AT
ML A AL = AR i T fE o /i 3R 3 RN IEL 7(b) TR, kAR AR B S 0R e (0.61£0.02)% Tt &
(1.53+0.03)%, WA EBRRE (62.32£0.77)% LT+ % (64.41+0.32)%, HIKHIEZSE H (8.59£0.97) mg- L™

TRERE (7.9941.02) mg- L™, AR, Bk BEK COD LA, S i A 4H 1R P U IR 102 91 #E A



57 KA AT s A A B XSRS A MR b i 220 L M RE A 52 ) 1767

COREmHN 220 NN &k —-NH,” —=— NO; —— NO,” ——TN
160 25 ¢ _ir -
— R, = R, = R, = AA R, =
“or = N _ p | 000 400 ZOOQ 200924100 0
i ~ R, = A0 a0 R = R, =
120 T 5000 | 6009 | 7000 8000 | offq
‘_.1 100 F ;ED 15 [0 %yo®0600-0.4.0-0-¢ *“ﬂ”‘”""‘m_ﬂ "
on ~
E’ 801 o 10 b
8 60 + § r.\"f.‘r"'li’.‘ﬂ-l- - """.f"""t‘_._'_ e
© E[i 5 O s T N e Ly T
N A sl O | B )
20 F N N \ \ N
0 FY-Yvv-vy v V-V-Y-V-V-V-V-V V-Y-V-V-V-V-V-V-V-¥-V-y-V-y-¥
0
1 2 3 4 5 0 7 14 21 28 35
SIS BF7I E)/d
(a) %= H7kCOD (b) MFCH AR

E7 S2HEATHEAENSREYEREBR
Fig. 7 Pollutants removal by the combination of total external resistance and invariable resistance
®3 BIHIEATAREEAE X WEAR MFC 7= BB 14 §E B 200

Table 3 Influence of the combination of total external resistance and invariable resistance onelectricity
properties of the dual cathode three-chamber MFC

HLFH/Q iR /(mW-m ) R %
S
Rosn Ruo R4 BH S B IS B R4 BH S I
1 500 500 304.65 48.24 73.62 0.32 0.61
2 400 600 305.74 51.66 77.35 0.34 0.68
3 300 700 304.62 52.32 7591 0.34 0.75
4 200 800 309.38 50.46 70.56 0.36 0.95
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Effect of external resistance on denitrification and electricity generation
performance of double-cathode microbial fuel cell
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Abstract In order to improve the nitrogen removal and electricity generation performance of dual cathode
MFC, a dual cathode microbial fuel cell system was built. Under continuous water inflow, the effects of change
in the external resistance between the anode and the anoxic cathode (R, ,) and the external resistance between
the anode and the aerobic cathode (R, ,) on the nitrogen removal and electricity generation performance of the
system were examined. The results showed that when the resistance on one side increased, the coulomb
efficiency and power density of the anaerobic anode decreased, but the nitrogen removal effect of the system
increased. When R, , increased from 200 Q to 1 000 ©Q, TN removal rate increased from 43.81% to 60.71%.
When R, _, increased from 200 Q to 1 000 Q, TN removal rate increased from 38.88% to 61.529%. When the total
external resistance was fixed at 1 000 Q, the changes in the resistance on both sides did not affect the power
density and Coulomb efficiency of the anode, which could maintain at about 305.53 mW-m~ and 0.35%,
respectively. The combination of small R, , and large R, , could improve the nitrogen removal effect of dual
cathode MFC, when the resistance combination (R, ,/R, ,) changed from 500 Q/500 Q to 100 /900 Q, TN
removal rate increased from 62.32% to 64.41%. The nitrification effect of the system increased with the increase
of R, , the denitrification effect increased with the decrease of R, ,, and the total nitrogen removal effect
increased with the increase of total external resistance. The external resistance combination of low R, , and high
R, o could effectively improve the nitrogen removal capacity of the dual cathode three-chamber MFC.
Increasing the total external resistance reduced the power generation performance of the system, and weakened
the oxidizing ability of the microbial membrane on the anode surface. The total external resistance did not
change, then little change in surface oxidation of the anode occurred. This study clarified the effects of change in
the external resistance on the nitrogen removal and electricity generation performance of the dual cathode three-
chamber MFC, and provided the reference for the further improvement of the nitrogen removal and electricity
generation performance of MFC.

Keywords dual-cathode; microbial fuel cells; resistance; nitrogen removal; cyclic voltammetric scanning
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